
THE CORPORATION OF THE TOWN OF GRAVENHURST

BY-LAW 2014- 26

Being a by-law of The Corporation of the Town of Gravenhurst to

conserve, prohibit, protect, restrict, and regulate the possible
harvesting, removal, injuring damaging and destruction of trees on

private) property in the Town of Gravenhurst.

WHEREAS Section 135 of the Municipal Act, 2001, 5.0. 2001, as amended, permits the

enactment of a by-law by the Council of The Corporation of the Town of Gravenhurst to

prohibit or regulate the destruction or injuring of trees in areas that are less than one

hectare in area;

AND WHEREAS pursuant to Section 135(7) of the Municipal Act, 2001, 5.0. 2001 as

amended, a municipally may require that a permit be obtained for the injuring or destruction

of trees or any class of trees specified in the by-law and impose conditions to a permit,
including those relating to the manner in which destruction occurs and the qualification of

persons authorized to destroy or injure trees;

AND WHEREAS pursuant to section 425( 1) of the Municipal Act, 2001, 5.0. 2001 as

amended, a municipality may pass by- laws providing that a person who contravenes a by-
law of the municipality passed under this Act is guilty of an offence;

AND WHEREAS the Council of The Corporation of the Town of Gravenhurst deems it

desirable in the public interest to enact a Tree Preservation By-law for the purpose of:

protecting vegetation in shoreline vegetative buffers for the purpose of the habitat

protection, water quality, aesthetics, and implementing the District of Muskoka Lake

System Health Program;
protecting and conserving vegetation in environmental protection areas;

retention of tree cover in scenic areas and scenic corridors;

regulating and controlling the removal, maintenance and protection of trees;

protecting, promoting and enhancing the aesthetic values of lands;

sustaining a healthy natural environment;

contributing to human health and quality of life through the maintenance of tree cover.

NOW THEREFORE, THE COUNCIL OF THE CORPORATION OF THE TOWN OF

GRAVENHURST ENACTS AS FOLLOWS:

1. DEFINITIONS

1) In this by- law:

a) " Applicant" means the person who submits an application for a permit under

this by-law;

b) " Breast heighf' refers to a point of measurement 1. 37 metres (4.49 feet) from

c) !~~ i~~~~
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rmit" means a building permit issued under the Building Code Act, I...1992, 5.0. 1992, c. 23, as amended;

d) " Clerk" means the Clerk of the Town;

e) " Council" means Council of the Town;
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guilty of an offence.

14. ORDERS
1) Where an officer is satisfied that a person has contravened any provision of this

by-law, the officer may make an Order under the authority of section 444 ( 1) of

the Municipal Act requiring the person to discontinue immediately the injuring or

destruction of trees and shall set out the particulars of the contravention. The

Order shall set out the information contained in Schedule "D".

2) Where the Officer is satisfied that a person has contravened any provisions of

this by- law, the Officer may make a Repair Order under authority of section

445( 1) of the Municipal Act requiring the person to rehabilitate the land or to plant
or replant trees in such a manner and within such a period as the Officer

considers appropriate, including any silvicultural treatment necessary to re-

establish the trees.

3) An Order issued under this section may be served personally or served by
sending it by registered mail to the last known address of:

a) The owner of the property at the address shown on the municipal tax rolls;

and

b) The person identified as injuring, destroying or harvesting a tree or trees.

4) Where service of an order is made by mail, the order shall be deemed to have

been served on the fifth day after order is mailed.

5) Altemate service is deemed sufficient if the officer places a placard containing
the terms of the Order in a conspicuous place on the affected lands and the

placing of the placard shall be deemed sufficient service of the order on the

person to whom the Order is directed.

6) A person to whom an Order under this section has been directed may request a

review by Council by filing a written request with to Director within 30 days after

the date of the Order. Council may confirm, modify, or revoke the order.

7) If a person fails to comply to an Order, the Town may carry out the work, enter

the property at a reasonable time for that purpose and recover the cost with

interest all in accordance with Section 446 of the Municipal Act, 2001.

15. PENALTY

1) Every Person who contravenes this by-law is guilty of an offence.

2) Every contravention of this by-law is hereby designated as a continuing offence.

3) Every Person who is convicted of an offence under this by-law is liable:

4) On first conviction, to a fine of not more than $ 10,000.00; and on any subsequent
conviction(s), to a fine of not more than $ 25,000.00 for each subsequent
conviction.

5) Where the Person convicted is a corporation, the maximum fines are $ 50,000.00

or $ 5000 per tree, whichever is greater. On any subsequent conviction, the

maximum fine is $ 100,000 or $10,000 per tree, whichever is greater.
6) Upon conviction of an offence for contravening this by- law or the terms or

conditions of a Permit or an Order issued under this by-law, the Court in which

the conviction is entered, and any court of competent jurisdiction thereafter, may
order the person to rehabilitate the land or to plant or replant trees in such a

manner any within such a period as the court considers appropriate, including
and silvicultural treatment necessary to re-establish the trees.
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SCHEDULE" A"
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INFORMATION REQUIRED FOR APPLICATION

1. Name, address and telephone number of all owners.

2. Signature or authorization of all owners.

3. Name, address, and telephone number of person retained to perform work on

the trees under permit, and contact name of corporation or company.
4. Municipal address of property ( if assigned).
5. Roll number.

6. Legal description of property.
7. A tree inventory and preservation plan ( where required) containing but not

limited to:

a) a general description of the history of use of the property;
b) a key map of the property showing the location of the property within the

Town of Gravenhurst;

c) a detailed inventory map of the property showing the property boundary
vegetation type boundaries, fences, road, access roads or trails, hydro
lines, utility lines, watercourses, grass fields, railways, buildings, marshes,

shallow rocky areas, and topography;
d) a map showing the extents of the areas of preservation, conditional

preservation, vegetation removals and restoration where applicable; and

e) a plan for tree preservation measures, including monitoring, notes,

specifications and details for the duration of active development on the

property.

8. The onus is on the applicant to obtain any license, permission, permit, authority,
or approval from the Ministry of Natural Resources, the Ministry of the

Environment, the Department of Fisheries or Oceans or any other agency for

trees to be injured or destroyed from within the shoreline vegetative buffer or on

lands zoned as environmental protection ( EP) or on lands zoned as flood areas

FP),( FF) or (FW) in the town's Comprehensive Zoning By-law.
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SCHEDULE" B"

PERMIT TO INJURE OR DESTROY TREES - TOWN OF GRAVENHURST

Owner:

Civic Address:

Legal Description:
Roll #4402-

Applicant:

Conditions of Permit:

1. Markino of Trees

At least seven days prior to injuring or destroying any tree, but not prior to the

issuance of the permit, the owner shall cause all trees which are to be removed

or destroyed to be marked with clearly visible marks of yellow paint at breast

height and upon the stump to remain after cutting.

2. Limitation of Damaoe to Residual Trees

During the course of injuring or destroying trees pursuant to a permit issued in

accordance with this by- law, no person shall:

a) cause Major Damage to trees forming a more than 10% of the total residual

basal area of the portion of the property which is the subject of the permit;
b) cause Major Damage to trees forming more than 15% of the residual basal

in the size class of 10 cm DBH or more in the portion of the property which

is the subject of the permit;
c) cause Major Damage to trees forming more than 15% of the residual basal

area in the class of 10cm DBH or less in the portion of the property which is

the subject of the permit;
d) create or permit skid trails covering more than 20% of the ground are in the

portion of the property that is the subject of the permit.

Prior to commencement of any work that would result in injury to or destruction

of trees authorized pursuant to this By-law, the person causing such work to be

carried out shall ensure that the permit is posted in a conspicuous place within

the property or it is available on site and can be produced upon request by an

officer. The failure to post or produce a permit as required shall constitute an

offence.

Director's Conditions (authority s. 8 (4) of 2014- ):

see reverse side of permit for additional Conditions)

Issued this day of , 20 . Permit shall expire 12 months

after issuance. Permit is not valid between March15fh to April 30th in any year.

Director of Development Services
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SCHEDULE " D"

STOP WORK ORDER TOWN OF GRAVENHURST

Under the authority of Section 15 of By- law 2013- YOU ARE HEREBY DIRECTED

AND ORDERED TO forthwith stop, halt, cease, and desist from any and all works

associated with the destruction of trees or removal thereof from those lands

comprising;

MUNICIPAL ADDRESS/LEGAL DESCRIPTION OF THE PROPERTY:

Lot: Concession: Municipality:

OWNER/INDIVIDUAL RESPONSIBLE FOR DESTRUCTION OR INJURY OF TREES:

DESCRIPTION OF INFRACTION:

Date of Inspection:
Effective Order Date:

Signature of Officer:

TO

Date:

Pursuant to By-law (2013- ) Section 15, Subsection (6). Where the person to whom

the Order is directed has been served in accordance with this By- law is not satisfied

with the terms of the Order, the person may request a review by Council by filling a

written request by personal service or certified mail to the Director within 30 days after

the date of the Order.

Town of Gravenhurst , 3-5 Pineridge Gate, Gravenhurst, ON, P1P 1Z3

Attn: Director of Development Services

Copy to: Chief Municipal Law Enforcement Officer, Clerk
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APPENDIX " II'

a) Ailanthus or Tree of Heaven ( Alianthus altissima),

b) Amur Honeysuckle (Lonicera maackii),

c) Birch, European (Betula pendula),
d) Common Buckthorn (Rhamnus catartica),

e) Elm, Siberian ( Uimus Pumila),

f) Glossy Buckthorn (Rhamnus frangula),
g) Locust, Black (Robina pseudo acacia),

h) Maple, Norway (Acer platanoides),
i) Morrow Honeysuckle (Lonicera mOffowii)

0) Olive, Autumn (E1aeagnus umbellate),

k) Olive, Russian (Elaeagnus angustifolia),
I) Pine, Scots (Pinus sylvestris),
m) Poplar, Silver (Populus Alba)
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